MY BELOVED AFRICA

It has given me some of the

happiest and most exciting

times of my life.

I n return, | 6ve |l oved i
with all my heart and soul

by David Skillan

| first setfoot on the African continent in Moroccim Novemberof 1962 | was immediatelysmitten withthe
exotic sights, soungsmells,andsmiling peopleBut it was@ until some weeks latewhen | went on safari in
Kenyaandwas struck byhe abundance of diverse wildljifinatmy love affair with Africa really began.

As a youngstemy ratural curiosity and vivid imaginatidmad beeriueled by tales of StanlegndLivingstone,
Burton, Spekeand other early white explorers wihdblazed trailsandopered up this amazing contineit
European eyedt was a place that held great promaseladventure for me.

And it has never disappointed me. Africa has had a profound effect on mantiférom what | gatheit makes a
similar impression on many people. If yiwa been thergou know what | mean. Africa is good for the soul!

AAfricapigacaebsofa your heart and never quite | ets
~Robert Ruark, author afhuru, Poor No Moreand Something of Value

AOn safar.i : . . each breath you draw gives ple

of wonder . o

~Elspeth Huxley, author dthe MottledLizard and The Flame Trees of Thika

Once you fall in |l ove with Africa, it haunts vy
~Beryl Markham, author divVest With the Night

=13

l6velived andworked inAf r i ¢ a . homésvoe refbgaeis in Algeria and Ethiapia | 6 v econvoy driverse d
in South Africa | 0 safari caraps in Kenya and Tanzanée travelled acroshe continenfrom east to west
from north to southexploring by jeep, bus, truck, train, light aircraft, steamer, lausath dugout canoebde
travelledthe hard wayeating banana sandwiches and dust thrown up frecaléed highways and camping out in
sleeping bags under the staandl 6 v e t theaasgway, staying in beautifully appointed game lodges,
enjoying gourmet foodandriding in comfor@able fair-wheeldrive safari vehicles.

Africa has been good to me. I't has given me some of
loved it with all my heart and souDver the yeard@dre promoted and defendéchs much as one fn canl @

written about itlovingly and at lengtlin my travel articles andewsletterspublicized it through videogublic

slide shows, and radio commercials, and taken hundreds of people thetesamdsafaris |t 6 s been gr e
know |dveincreased so marpeopl® awaraessof this incredibly diversewonderful part of the worldnaking

many of therunofficial goodwill ambassadors for the continent.

| v@ encouraged a number of people to foster African iehiléis Ido. Many of my tour nembershave gondoack

to Africa to volunteer their time and experfisan altruisticspinoff of tourism known as voluourismd to help

with wildlife research and charitable projects such as eye and dental clinics and the building of villages and schools.
Mary of my clients have been involvedfimdraising for various African causeandsome havdelped send entire
containes of clothing and furnitur¢here.
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But it hasid all beengood newsSincemy first visit, Africa has experiencedars, riotsrevolutions droughs,
famines, floods and the decimation antirespecies. In the earli960s,Kenyahadroughly 10,000 black rhino
Today it hadewer than 400And the lion population of the entire continewhich stood at approximately 70,000
in 198Q is les tharn40,000 todayThats why Itell people to go nopbefore some species disappear forever.

And, sadly, 16ve lost four driverguides over the years. One died of malaria, another of a heart attack. Yet another
was murdered in a shocking case of mistakentity, andthe last who had everything to liveord including a
baby he never got to skaliedwhenhisvehicle rolled overAt leasthe was Gcarrying passengers at the time.

Africa . . .is the feeling of dew on the grass in the early morning, tapeshnd colar and
smell of the country, and the feeling that time hasext&s matter.
~Ernest Hemingway, author éThe Snows of Kilimanjatb  aTimelGreen Hills of Africa

A Feast for the Senses

Africa is seductiveandaddictive The more you seef it, the more you want to seBe prepared to be captivated by
extraordinary birdand wildlife, including all ofAfricad Big Fived elephant, lion, leopard, buffal@nd rhino

Expect to be greeted byind-boggling scenergnd an agreeable clima#nd d o n digve abl the negative reports
youmayhear about African countri@stheyboastthefriendliest most cheerfupeoplel 6 v e e Africans aree t .
the same asveryoneelse intent on makinglecenthappy livesor themselves and their families.

Maasai MaraNgorongoro, Serengefilimanjaro, Zanzibar Mpumalanga . . thesare just a few of the African

names thatonjure visions ohigh adventure iexoticsettingsYou 61 | come away therom t hes
names rolling easily off your tongue andforgettable memorieis your heartThere can be few more endearing

and amusing spectacles than a baby elephant splashing around in a river or waterhole, for example, then slipping
and sliding in the mud as it tries to get out.

When travelling in Africayoud & constantly stimulated.our journeycan beexhilarating beyond beliefy oudl
haveclose encountersr eyeto-eye contact witlwild animalsthatleave you shaking witemotion or drunk with
excitementAt times you can feel the tension in the air asiyeait for the next drama to unfoldt other times,
youodl I enpnpents of slenmae and solityddlowing you to contemplate your own place in the world

Over and above the Big Fi®eso called because white huntereconsidered them theast daigerous of the big

gamé@ y o us@dmhnyanimals, largeand smallbn c |l udi ng s o heard gbeforé\erset moakeyes,r

banded mongooseolive baboons, chameles, spring hareslik-diks, rock hyraxesspotted hyenag,homsorts

gazelles, bushbuck, giraffes, cheetal zebra, and hippopotamesare justa few.Birdlife aboundstoo, ranging

from crested cranes, kori bustarBischeiés lovebirdsand superb starlingsy e s that 6s twehat the
flamingaos, African hoopoesand a huge varietyf weaversstorks, hornbillssunbirds lilac-breasted rollexr(my

favourite birds) and birds of preywWherever you go,gqu can hear the plaintive cry of the African fish eagle

echoing across rivers, streams, and lakes.6 s a haunting and romantic sound
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Similarities and Differences

As someone whbasbeen closely associated withe so
called Dark Continerfor many yearslén often asked
about the differences between the countries I.\ghat
makeseach onespecial?

All of my safaridestinations feare nagnificent animal andf*=* :
birdlife, friendly peopleand some of the woréd most
spectacular scenery. Despite condyadéclining numbers
due to hunting, poachingnd loss of habitaall still boast
greatnumbers of animal and bird speci@ssafariin any of
these countries excitingand rewardingThe standards of
food, service, andccommodatio® hotels, game lodges
and tented campsarehigh, and often superidio what you
get in many developed countri@@ake my word for it.

Beyond that, howeveeach country is different, much like thariouscountries in Europe are different.

Kenya

One ofthe two most famous safari destinations in Afiitee other is TanzaniaKenyagave theSwabhili word
safari( A j o u to theBngligh languagé was hefirst countryto introduce big game safartsackin the1920s.
Todayds safari a d v mastlywith @amesas. o f cour se, shoot

For maximum wildlife viewing and sheerultitudes of animafs including the annuabreatMigration of
wildebeest and zebreonsideredoy some to be amortgewonders of theatural vorldd Kenyais unsurpassed
Yo uor e guarantedicaskehllwyf theBig Five when youvisit.

Kenyawas also the first African country twrotect its incredible natural heritage by creatiagjonal parks and
game r eser v e s ahugtealeetionydfeauidl, iveltdstaltisthed game lodges and safari camps with
all the modern conveniences

The annual Great Migration
of wildebeest and zebra
is among the wonders
of the natural world.
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Tanzania

Tanzania is the other worfdimous safari destination,
sharing breathtaking scenery and the annual Great
Migration with Kenya. Its game lodges and safari camp
also offerluxury and adventure in unsurpassed natural
settingsAs i n Ke n yedq seeyll ofthé Bigg s L
Five when you come here.

Tanzani abs | anouhtairsaplaies, beactes
nationalparks and game reservekike Kenya, tbéen a
popular destination for Europeans and North Americang
for many yearsA safari incorporahg bothcountries isa
fabulous road tripunliike anyother.Look to Kenya for
more rolling hills, and to Tanzania for flat plains,
including the famous Serengeti.

OlduvaiGorge ft he Cr ad losawhemMaryH
andLouis Leakey unearthaﬂe flrstconclusweewdencethathumansevolvedln Africa, is in Tanzania. So ihe
worl dés o nl gerswometanzaniavhich isninednear the town of Arusha.

The Okavango Delta is
the worldés | argest inland delta.
Instead of draining into the sea,
the Okavango River simply empties
into a depression in the Kalahari Desert,
forming a swamp

Botswana

You may not see as much wildlife Botswana as in some places b u It seeyadotAdi of theBig Five are here,
and you may sea pack of wild dogandasmany as three or four leopardvera period of seven to ten days.

Botswana is home thvé¢ magnificentOkavango Deltht he wo r | d 6 sdelta knstegdeo$drainingrintoahe d
sea, heOkavango Rivesimply empties into a depression in tkalahari Desertforming a swampMost of the
water evaporate§he OkavangaDeltas wher e youdél |l find the nationally

Bot swanads safari camps are more inti nmetoeliestthan t hos:
Botswanaunlike othemplaces youget tofly from camp to camyrather than travéhg by road A Botswana safari

offers an incomparable combination of air, h@aid opefrvehicle excursions, enabling youvigw wildlife from

air, water, and land
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Zambi a

This is a totally unspoiled, sgndcoming safari destination
t hat 6 s known bstwortlwesitind before huge
numbers of tourists discovet it

Zambiahas gorgeous lodges and camps, masses of wijldlifg
and wonderfulgamp ar ks . Y o utgaridty ofs e e
birdlife, and almost every African animal you can imagine.

Well known for its wallkng safaris Zambia alsshares
Victoria Fallswith Zimbabwe. The largest in theorld, this
waterfall in the Zambezi River is a UNESCO World Heritag
Site, andconsidered by some to be among $even Wonders
of the Natural World

Zimbabwe

Al t h o u gotherwaon@esful safari countrgimbabwe, formerly southern Rhodesia, Fasmany yeardeen

spoiled by the horrific policies of dictator Robert Mugadhen Mugabeés gon@ as he undoubtedhyill be,

sooner or latér the countrywill againbeopen and safeandtouristswi | | f 1l ock t here. I can
and | can go back. 6 | dn thé fest plane!

The Zambezi Ri verds Victoria Fall s,
the largest waterfall in the world,
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Uganda

Uganda igdamous for its chimg andgorillas, which you see ifiew other safari countries. It also boasts more
birdlife than anywhere else in Afriéamore tharl,000 resident and migratory species, including the relatively rare
shoebill stork A n d dtstokganesidictudingthe Big Five. Uganda is another great road trip.

Accommodatiorconsists ofame lodges and tentedmpsthatrange from rustic to luxurious.ush, green
mountain scenery, graciopgsople, and thrilling boat trips ajgst some of the attractions this fascinatingzast
African country.

Though not so well k n o WMarchisan F¢ (samietinesi callethe ldabdrega Fallshgea n d a 6
worth a visit.Here the Nile River squeezes through a saweire gap in the rock to hurl 300 cubic metres of water
persecondovera48et re cl i f f . ltds a sight youdl |l never f org
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Namibia

The Republic of lmibia, formerly known as German South
West Africa and then SoutWest Africg is the secondnost
sparselypopulated country in the world (after Mongolia), and
the seat of a stabfgrliamentarydemocracy.

Namibia offerssome of the most remarkable sceniergll of
Africa. It seems to stretabn forever. Hergroudl find endless
coastlines teeming with sea mammals and fishing grounds.
There was a time when you could pick up diamonds from thg
beaches, though thatés nhew
formidable Namib and Kalahari desemg)ich contairthe
worldé highest sand dunebhe BushmenDamara, and
Namaqgua have made their homes here for thousands of years, joined in the fourteenth century by the Bantu.

Na mi badge$and campme comfortabléndeed While thelandi s n 6 t -righsas gpmeridrican countries
it doessustainspecies that are unique to this aiealuding thecomical meerkat and the desert elephant.

I f vweseerdomuch of Africgrou mustvisit Namibia sooner rather than lat€heunequalled solitude and
scenery will leave you breathless. Add German orderlitted®e equatiorand you have a musee destination.

While the other countries
are primarily wildlife-tour destinations,
South Africa offerghose
andjust about egrythingelse
including worldclass cities.

South Africa

While the other countries | visit are primarily wildlkfeur destinationsSouthAfrica offersthose angust about
everythingelse including worldclasscities

I t @ astora@shingly beautifulomintry. From Cape Town, Durban, and Pretot@aostrich farmscheetah and rhino
sanctuaries)eaches, game parksd sumptuous hotels and lodgésuth Africa hasomethingo suit even the

most sophisticatetbr the most jaded) dfavelers. Thefood and servicearesuperh and theroads are the best

all of Africa. You can wander through botanical garddosexamplemarvel at the Cape Dutch architecture, shop

for gold and diamonds, and take an excursionto@ob | s| and t o seeelyNatebbon Mandel

If your main interestis wildlifet hi s i snét t.Hyuctaeewariety, yowdvayaudl lgve South
Africa. Ther eds tosee and dbere Imto dadsuloes toorist destination in every waynd one of
my favaurite places to visit.
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Making a Choice

You can see pictures of some of thesrvelouscountries on mglide show page

To learnmore about tha, please readome ofmy articles
x POn Safari in East Africad
x MBotswand ThednbPlace forSafaris
x fiUgand® The Pearl of Africa
x A Visit to Cape Town

And donét f otougpadesortinformatiorsabdut myyarious tourgou can request colour brochures
and detailed itineraries about the specific places we visit on each trip.

I hope this informatiotelps you decide whictif the safarcountriesyou@ mostlike to visit. No matter which
onesyou choosgyoudl have the time of your life and come home refreshed and rejuvendtkglenty oftales to
exciteyour friends andell yourgrandids. Whetheryou go on safarindependenthor with me,youdl understand
why 16m so passionate abahie African continent

Go well, as they say in South Africandsafari njema which meangitravel safelp i n  $he Enhui frainca of
East Africa 4

David Skillan, seen here in tii@ledSerengeti, has lived, worked, andvelled throughout Africa
He hasled more than 10 tourstherefrom Canada
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