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Dear Fellow Traveller: 

The party’s over! Now that all the hype is over and the 2010 Winter Olympics have come and gone, we can all 
breathe a sigh of relief, reclaim our beautiful city, and get on with our lives. It proved exciting, even euphoric, and 
no doubt the city of Vancouver—despite the colossal cost—is better off now, with our new infrastructure, stadiums, 
and Canada Line. Like many people sitting at home watching it all unfold on television, I felt the agony and the 
ecstasy of each competitor. For some it was elation, for others heartbreak. Win or lose, they had the tremendous 
satisfaction that comes with competing in such a memorable event. So many highlights! Must give credit where it’s 
due: Vancouver, the athletes, the organizing committee, the thousands of volunteers, and the security forces can all 
be proud of themselves. Well done! Go, Canada, go! The greatest legacy is our new-found pride in being Canadian, 
and the confidence that we can do anything we want to—well. 

MY BELOVED AFRICA—About 20 years ago I asked a friend of mine, David Wright, then travel editor with The 
Vancouver Sun, how much he thought an African photo safari would cost. His reply: “About 10 grand.” A typical 
two-week safari at that time was between $5,000 and $7,000—considerably lower than David’s estimate. And it 
hasn’t gone up much since. Today many companies sell safaris to various parts of Africa. Some are cheaper and 
some are much more expensive, but few are as richly rewarding or as reasonably priced for what you get as mine, 
thanks to my hard-won experience. Africa has been good to me. It has given me some of the happiest and most 
exciting days of my life. I guarantee that coming on one of my tried-and-true African trips will have the same 
unforgettable effect on you. 

One of my clients, who, like me, is mad about Africa, and has been on three of my tours (Botswana, Kenya and 
Tanzania, and Egypt and Jordan) and is coming to Iceland with me this spring, recently spent two weeks in Hawaii. 
She says prices there have increased so much that she could have enjoyed another trip to Botswana for the same 
money! Something to think about when planning your next great adventure. 

UPCOMING TOURS—My Wonders of Iceland tour departs on May 23 for nine days. I can’t wait to see with 
my own eyes all those natural wonders Iceland is famous for! At $2,999 per person, the price is slightly higher than 
we originally anticipated, but compared to other tours it’s still reasonable and affordable. If you don’t receive my 
newsletters by email, this is the first you’ll have heard that this tour is a go. A pity, for it’s now full. 

Ever since I taught English in Colombia in the 1960s, 
I’ve been very fond of Latin America, but I don’t go 
there nearly as often as I’d like. I hope to visit 
various parts of South America in the next year or 
two, including Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands, 
where I’ve already been nine times. 

This year, I’m delighted to be going back to South 
America, and specifically to the magnificent country 
of Peru, which I’ve visited a number of times. I 
consider Machu Picchu—the lost city of the Incas, 
pictured at right—and Jordan’s Petra to be the most 
impressive of the New Seven Wonders of the World. 
If you’re interested in Peru—Ancient Land of 
Mystery, please call Lisa of Collette Vacations at  
1-800-468-5955, local 4098, or email her at 
lelliott@collettevacations.ca.

mailto:lelliott@collettevacations.ca
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No doubt you saw the flooding in Peru on television in late January. Despite the devastation, things are already just 
about back to normal, and my tour in September won’t be affected. It seems that no sooner do catastrophes occur 
than they recede and become distant memories to everyone except those they have personally affected. Over the 
years, sometimes up close and sometimes from afar, I’ve seen almost every kind of calamity strike different parts of 
the world—natural ones such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, famines, snowstorms, floods, and mudslides, and 
man-made ones, including political upheavals, civil unrest, terrorism, wars, and riots. That’s life. If I’d known about 
such things ahead of time, I may never have followed my chosen path into the travel business! You can rest assured 
that neither I nor my travel partners, Wild Africa Safaris and Collette Vacations, would ever knowingly put you at 
risk or jeopardize your well-being or safety. If something calamitous were to happen, we would cancel the tour prior 
to departure, if possible, and provide a full refund. 

We saw a relatively rare shoebill stork 
meeting a saddle-billed stork. 

Few people have witnessed such an unusual encounter 
between these two large, exotic birds. 

We already have a number of people signed up for our Kenya and Tanzania Safari, so if you want to join us, 
you’d better book soon. When we went there last October, East Africa was experiencing one of the worst droughts 
on record, yet amazingly, we saw even more wildlife than usual. I show some of what we experienced on this 
spectacular tour at http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html. To get a better idea of what this 
trip is like, you can also read my article “On Safari in East Africa” at http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters 
/african-safari.pdf. This year’s safari will be my last Kenya-and-Tanzania combination, as I want to make way for 
other African tours, including separate visits to Kenya and Tanzania. 

The brochure for my Egypt and Jordan Tour is now out! It’s the same exciting itinerary as last time, but with a 
slightly longer stay at the Dead Sea resort. Superb hotels, incredible sightseeing, and wonderful shopping are all 
yours on this incomparable tour. Two highly qualified local guides, Fouad and Amjad, now my personal friends, will 
accompany us throughout the trip. In case you’re wondering, no, you are not obliged to ride a horse, camel, or 
donkey—that’s strictly optional! Our short excursion into the desert in the footsteps of Lawrence of Arabia is made 
by pickup or jeep. The rest of the tour is in a luxurious, air-conditioned coach. To join us as we visit some of the 
world’s most famous sights in these two extraordinary countries, sign up as soon as possible. Call Felicity of Wild 
Africa Safaris at 604-519-1615 or 800-991-6111 or email felicity@wildafricasafari.com for a brochure. 

My Botswana and Zambia Safari is still a tremendous bargain, despite the increase in price, especially when 
you consider that—unlike other safari destinations, where we travel mostly by road—in Botswana we fly everywhere. 
Not to mention the fact that just about everything is included, including laundry and liquor. We already have 
enough people to fill the January 6 tour, and to avoid disappointing anyone, we’re planning another immediately 
after it. If you’re interested, you must let us know ASAP, so I can confirm the arrangements. You’ll enjoy my article 
about Botswana at http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf, if you haven’t seen it before, 
and photos from my last tour at http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html. 

My 2011 Uganda Wildlife Safari has been changed 
from February to March. You can see photos from last 
year’s trip at http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-
skillan-slide-show.html, including one of a relatively 
rare shoebill stork meeting a saddle-billed stork (photo 
61 in the slide show, and pictured here at left). Few 
people have witnessed such an unusual encounter 
between these two large, exotic birds. 

While many people visit Uganda primarily to see 
chimps and mountain gorillas, not everyone wishes to 
do so, or to pay the extra US$500 for a permit to view 
the gorillas. Luckily, Uganda has more than enough 
interesting things to see and do, including sensational 
game reserves and all kinds of strange and spectacular 
wildlife and birdlife. 

I’m hoping to have a second article about Uganda on 
my website soon. 

http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters%0b/african-safari.pdf
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters%0b/african-safari.pdf
mailto:felicity@wildafricasafari.com
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
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FUTURE TOURS—I’m again mentioning the tours I hope to do as part of my five-year plan. Over and above 
Japan, Iceland, Peru, and eastern and central Europe, which are coming up soon, I’d like to visit Turkey, 
China, Cambodia and Vietnam, Thailand, Croatia, Greece, Ireland, India, and Australia and New 
Zealand, the last either separately or together, depending on your preference. I also intend to do a two-week tour 
of Newfoundland and Labrador next summer. 

Future tours to Africa, other than those already on the books, include Namibia, Zambia, Ethiopia, Morocco, 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, and separate trips to Kenya and Tanzania. The challenge will be to fit them all in by 
the end of 2014. If you’re interested in one of these trips, let me know soon. Your input is very important, so don’t 
be shy about coming forward. Your voice could be the deciding factor in whether a tour operates. To help you plan, 
I’ll do my best to list my tours as early as possible. And please bear in mind that giving me your email address will 
keep you in the loop for special and last-minute deals. 

If you’re interested in one of these trips, 
let me know soon. 

Your voice could be the deciding factor 
in whether a tour operates. 

THE POWER OF PICTURES—Need help deciding which destinations you’d most like to visit? Go to 
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html and enjoy the new photos in my slide shows. You’ll 
see some of the lovely places we stay and the exciting things we see and do. The slides are chosen at random and are 
in no particular order. Please forward this link to anyone you think may enjoy one of my tours. 

MEMORABLE CLIENTS—Every so often I get back a newsletter marked “Deceased.” Last year, two of my most 
memorable clients died. 

Ruth Scott Philp of North Vancouver, originally from Saskatchewan, passed away in December at the age of 
100—the only person I’ve ever known to achieve that ripe old age. It was Ruth who, as a freelance writer and retired 
English teacher, profiled me (see http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/newsletter-2009-spring.pdf) and 
wrote a couple of evocative articles about my safaris and tours. 

The other person I miss is Jack McBride of Victoria, who came west in the early 1980s after a career as a sales 
director with a large Montreal advertising company. He died last summer at 95. Jack and his wife Doris, who 
predeceased him by 10 years, joined several of my tours. After Doris died, Jack travelled with me as a single. For 
quite a while he held the record for David Skillan tours, travelling with me 10 times. 

Ruth and Jack were both very helpful when I was struggling to establish myself and build a business in my adopted 
country. Ruth gave me some much-needed publicity, and Jack offered expert advice about how to promote myself, 
which I’ve always found difficult. “You’ve got to sell yourself!” was his frequent refrain. He often told me I was too 
modest for my own good. 

Neither Jack nor Ruth travelled with me in recent years, due to age limitations, but they assured me they were 
always with me in spirit. They followed the progress of my life in Canada with interest, and travelled vicariously 
with me through my newsletters. 

I LOVE LETTERS—The letter on page 5 is from retired 
teacher Mary Lou Pollard of Victoria, who participated 
with her husband Richard, sister Bonnie, and friend Dieter 
in last year’s safari to Kenya and Tanzania. They’re pictured 
here at right. Mary Lou’s letter is so descriptive and 
comprehensive that I’m including it in full for the benefit of 
anyone who’s considering a David Skillan tour and unsure 
what to expect. It confirms something I have long known: 
an intense, satisfying experience becomes even more 
special after you get home and have time to reflect on it. 

I don’t solicit such letters, but am always glad to get them. 
Letters like this, as well as travelling with such thoughtful 
and appreciative people, and the many weird and 
wonderful things we experience, are what make my job as a 
tour leader so enjoyable and satisfying.

http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/newsletter-2009-spring.pdf
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ON THE MOVE—For many years I’ve worked with Wild Africa Safaris of New Westminster. The company has 
recently moved to North Vancouver to share space with Travel Studio, although it’s still operating under the 
name Wild Africa Safaris. The new address is #301 - 123 East 15th Street. The email address and telephone 
numbers remain the same. Please see page 8 of this newsletter for contact details. 

We convinced him to take a tour to South Africa. 
He says it was one of the best things he ever did, 

because it was very therapeutic 
and helped him get over his great loss. 

AN INSPIRATION–Another person it has been a privilege to know is Vancouver`s Allan Schutz. My long-time 
client and friend is a retired forester, keen birder, and frequent travel companion. In the picture below he’s on his 
twelfth David Skillan tour, enjoying a South African beer while on safari in Botswana. Still going strong at 86! 

It’s 20 years since Allan and his wife Grace took 
their first trip with me, to Kenya. That was 
followed by several more, until Grace suddenly 
passed away shortly after getting home from Costa 
Rica. Allan was devastated, having been happily 
married for 51 years. Although he was feeling 
despondent, his daughters Loa and Maureen and I 
convinced him to take another of my tours, this 
time to South Africa. Today he says it was one of 
the best things he ever did, because it was very 
therapeutic and helped him get over his great loss. 

Allan has many interests, including gardening and 
photography, and he is an accomplished artist. As 
a volunteer, he’s been delivering meals on wheels 
for 24 years. I can’t thank him enough for his 
friendship and his business over the years, to 
which he sometimes jokingly responds that he has 
kept me in business for a long time! He’s an 
inspiration and a role model to many people, 
including me. I hope I’m still as healthy and curious as he is when I’m his age. 

Last month I celebrated 40 years in the travel industry. It was March 6, 1970, when I set off from London’s 
Heathrow with a group of 16 Brits, bound for Expo in Osaka, Japan, via New Delhi, Bangkok, and Hong Kong. I’ve 
been in the travel business ever since. For many years, most of my clients were considerably older than me, but now 
many are the same age as me, and a few are younger, though some are still older. Today most are between 50 and 
80. They come in all shapes and sizes and from all walks of life, represent almost every profession, but are mostly 
retired, and range from first-timers to highly seasoned long-haul travellers who’ve been almost everywhere. 

Having led well over 200 tours all over the world, I know as well as anyone how important an extensive trip can be 
in your Book of Life. And I’d like to help you make it happen! I can’t promise you a medal for participating in my 
tours or safaris, but I can promise you a life-enriching experience and a great feeling of achievement. Not to 
mention great value and a one-of-a-kind tour that few others can emulate. You have my word on that. 

I’ve been fortunate to have seen much of the world from both angles—the rough way (on a shoestring with a 
backpack) and the smooth way (on comfortable, first-class tours)—and I like nothing more than sharing my hard-
won expertise with other travellers. I invite you to join me on a first-class tour soon. And please forward this 
newsletter to anyone you think it may interest. 

Yours in everlasting travel, 

 

David (Around the World in 80 Months) Skillan 
Incurable romantic, ambassador at large, and gypsy at heart . . . 
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OUR AFRICAN SAFARI 

An Open Letter to David Skillan 

by Mary Lou Pollock 
February 9, 2010 

Dear David: 

Jambo! Your last newsletter announcing your trip to Kenya and Tanzania on October 3, 2010, prompted me to send 
you a long-overdue thank you for the wonderful time we had on your October 2009 safari. 

You and the driver-guides were exemplary in performance of your duties. You all enriched our trip with your 
fountain of knowledge about the flora and fauna of the region. Our drivers could not have been more 
accommodating: they maintained spotlessly clean vehicles, kept the water cooler stocked, and, most important, 
helped us locate and identify more animals and birds than we thought possible. The trip was a never-to-be-
forgotten experience. 

It was exciting 
to watch an elephant munching on branches 

only a few metres from our bedroom window. 

Our accommodations were first class. We were pleasantly surprised with the quality and variety of food served at 
the game lodges. It was exciting to find ourselves within the living space of the wonderful wildlife in the parks, 
where we could, for example, watch an elephant munching on tree branches only a few metres from our bedroom 
window. As for the tented camp . . . my style of camping . . . en suite plumbing, hot showers, even a hot water bottle 
placed between the sheets just before bedtime! 

Of course, the main reason for going on an African safari is to see the animals. Did we ever get our money’s worth! 
We saw it all! Thousands of zebras, wildebeests, and cape buffalo. Hundreds of giraffes, elephants, hippos, monkeys, 
antelopes, and birds. Dozens of lions and rhinos, and more—far too many to try to list. (Oh, and one mosquito.) We 
tried to identify one highlight each day of the trip, but found that to be an impossible task. We were witness to such 
sights as a male lion feasting on a wildebeest, a female lion hunting down a topi, two lions mating, a leopard 
lounging in the branch of a tree next to what was left of his dinner, a hippo pool with at least 100 hippos and some 
crocodiles, a baby elephant nursing, and another baby elephant rolling around in a mud bath. Zebras and 
wildebeests crossing the Mara River and leaping out of the way of the snapping jaws of crocodiles, ostriches walking 
in long trains across the blue horizon. We also visited a Maasai village, where we learned about the lifestyle of the 
Maasai people and developed a much greater appreciation for the way we live. 

Two frequently asked questions from family and friends: Was the trip worth the cost? Yes! And would we want to 
visit Africa again? Yes! 

I hope we have the opportunity to travel with you again soon. 

Cheers, Mary Lou  
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DAVID SKILLAN’S WORLD 

An Overview of Some Upcoming Tours and Safaris 
Presented in Cooperation with 

Wild Africa Safaris and Collette Vacations 

PERU—ANCIENT LAND OF MYSTERY 
Departs August 31, 2010  17 days  $7,130 per person (sharing) 

Explore the mysteries of the Andes Mountains, the timeless cultures of this ancient South 
American country, and the flora and fauna of the Ballestos Islands and the Amazon rainforest! 
Take a breathtaking journey through the Andes aboard the Vistadome train to Machu Picchu, Lost City of the Incas. 
Paddle out to meet the Uros people who live on the floating islands of Lake Titicaca, the world’s highest navigable 
lake. Visit a living museum to learn centuries-old Andean methods of spinning, dyeing, and weaving traditional 
textiles. And see colourful birdlife while staying in a rustic yet luxurious jungle lodge. Highlights include the 
Museum of Gold in Lima (the City of Kings, a UNESCO World Heritage Site), Cuzco (heart of the Inca civilization), 
Ollantaytambo (an architectural treasure), Puno (birthplace of the Inca empire), Tambopata National Reserve, the 
Paracas National Reserve, and the remarkable Ballestas Islands (Peru’s version of the Galapagos, home to sea lions, 
penguins, boobies, pelicans, and cormorants). All this and more! See some of my Peru pictures at 
www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html. If you’ve dreamed of visiting one of the most 
mysterious places on Earth and walking in the footsteps of the Incas, sign up now! 

KENYA & TANZANIA SAFARI 
Departs October 3, 2010  16 days  $8,280 per person (sharing) 

The ultimate adventure . . . the two most famous safari destinations in Africa . . . a romantic 
journey that many dream about, but few experience. This tour includes the finest game lodges and tented 
camps, splendid game-rich wilderness, and the magical Serengeti Plains, Ngorongoro Crater, Mounts Kenya and 
Kilimanjaro, Masai Mara, Aberdares, Lakes Nakuru, Naivasha, and Manyara, and the Olduvai Gorge (the Cradle of 
Mankind). Take a balloon ride over the East African plains and visit a Maasai village, the Karen Blixen Museum, 
and more. The perfect tour for those who yearn to see a wildlife spectacle unrivalled anywhere in the world. October 
coincides with the great migration of wildebeest and zebra—often called the greatest show on earth. Imagine warm, 
sunny days, spectacular scenery, and amazing experiences. They’re all yours on this incomparable trip! Learn more 
about it by visiting www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/african-safari.pdf. This tour can be extended to conclude 
with the island of Zanzibar or Kenya’s Coral Coast. Don’t miss out on this fabulous trip! 

EGYPT & JORDAN TOUR 
Departs November 4, 2010  16 days  $6,821 per person (sharing) 

Join us in the land of pharaohs, mystery, and enchantment! This exciting tour includes Cairo, Memphis, 
Aswan, Luxor, the Pyramids of Giza, the Valley of the Kings, a four-night Nile cruise, and the famous temples of Abu 
Simbel, Philae, Edfu, Kom-Ombo, and Karnak. Visit the renowned Egyptian Museum, ride a camel, watch a belly-
dance display, haggle for souvenirs, take a horse-and-buggy ride, sail in a felucca, and descend into King Tut’s tomb. 
You’ll be transfixed by the wildly beautiful country of Jordan, as we follow in the footsteps of Lawrence of Arabia, 
explore the World Heritage Site of Wadi Rum, see the ancient city of Jerash (the largest Roman ruins in the world, 
and reminiscent of Turkey’s Ephesus), float in the Dead Sea, explore the Crusader castle at Kerak, and visit the 
extraordinary stone city of Petra, one of the newly named Seven Wonders of the World. Shop for exquisite jewellery, 
beautiful hand-woven carpets, and the latest styles in leather jackets. If you’ve always wanted to see one of 
the world’s greatest ancient civilizations, this is the trip for you! 

BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA SAFARI 
Departs January 6, 2011  14 days  $9,195 per person (sharing) 

Departs January 18, 2011  14 days  $9,195 per person (sharing) 

Adventure in style and comfort on this exclusive connoisseur’s tour, which is limited to just 12 
participants. Described by aficionados as “Africa’s Gem,” Botswana has become a favoured destination among 
seasoned travellers. Masses of wildlife roam the woodlands, savannahs, plains, and wetlands of this sparsely 
populated country, including many species of antelope (nyala, waterbuck, kudu, sable, eland, tsessebe, lechwe, 
impala, and sitatunga), hyena, jackal, bat-eared fox, wild dog, wild cat, giraffe, zebra, hippo, and of course all of  

http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/african-safari.pdf
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Africa’s Big Five (lion, leopard, elephant, rhino, and buffalo). In this 
remote, peaceful region of Africa, we stay at the finest places, where food 
and service are second to none. Accommodations are in luxurious tented 
camps . . . travel is by specially chartered light aircraft . . . game viewing is 
by boat and open safari vehicles. Visit the Moremi Game Reserve, 
Vumbura Plains, Linyanti, world-famous Okavango Delta, and 
breathtaking Victoria Falls. To learn more about this superb tour, go to 
www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf. Call now to 
reserve your place! 

UGANDA WILDLIFE SAFARI 
Departs March 9, 2011  18 days   

$8,695 per person (sharing) 

Often referred to as “the Pearl of Africa,” Uganda is a lush, 
green, tropical land with some of Africa’s friendliest people  
and a safari circuit that encompasses breathtaking landscapes. 
See Africa’s Big Five (lion, leopard, elephant, rhino, and buffalo) and 
hundreds of other animals, including four different species of jackal, 
pygmy antelope, Nile crocodile, bush pig, giant forest hog, the Uganda cob 
(Uganda’s national antelope), and of course the endangered mountain 
gorilla. Uganda is a birdwatchers’ paradise, boasting the largest 
concentration of birds in all of Africa—more than 1,000 species. Our tour 
includes Lake Victoria (the largest lake in Africa), the Ruwenzoris (the 
Mountains of the Moon), and the acclaimed national parks of Murchison 
Falls, Queen Elizabeth, Kibale and Bwindi (the rainforests that are home to 
the mountain gorillas), and Ngamba Island (a sanctuary for chimpanzees). 
All this and much more! Limited to 14 participants. To learn more about 
this wildlife adventure, go to 
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/uganda.pdf. Plan early to 
participate! 

HIDDEN TREASURES OF JAPAN 
Departs April 2, 2011  14 days  Price TBA 

This journey through rich history and traditional culture is like no other tour you’ve ever taken! 
Visit Japan’s ancient first capital at Nara and the vibrant metropolis of Tokyo, as well as Hiroshima, Hakone, 
Nagano, Takayama, Kanazawa, Otsu, and Kyoto. Stroll along the Ginza, wander through stunning Japanese 
gardens, explore Meiji Shrine and Matsumoto Castle, and enjoy a boat ride that provides spectacular views of 
Mount Fuji, Japan’s highest mountain. Travel on the bullet train, relax in hot-spring baths, see traditional 
farmhouses with thatched roofs, learn the art of origami, and participate in both traditional and modern Japanese 
entertainment. This one-of-a-kind tour of the legendary Land of the Rising Sun takes place during the season of 
spring blossoms. Consider joining us next April! 

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 
Departs May 3, 2011  15 days  Approximately $4,500 per person (sharing) 

Take a leisurely tour through many of the European spots you’ve always wanted to see! This tour 
includes all of the major sights in the fascinating cities of Berlin, Potsdam, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Krakow, and 
Warsaw. Visit the notorious concentration camp at Auschwitz. Plan now to join us! 

Globetrotter David Skillan is a writer, photographer, and tour leader par excellence. He has travelled, 
lived, and worked all over the world, including the Far East, Australasia, Africa, and Latin America. He’s 
had a love affair with travel and adventure since childhood. 

Since 1970, David has hosted more than 200 tours abroad, including more than 100 to Africa. He spends 
four to five months of each year travelling the world. Having seen it both the easy way and the hard way, 
he loves sharing his hard-earned international experience with others. 

David has been publishing articles and newsletters about his life, travels, and tours since 1978.  

http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/uganda.pdf
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 EXCLUSIVE 

The David Skillan Travel Collection 
A Special Series of the Finest Personally Escorted Tours and Safaris 

2010 

May 23 WONDERS OF ICELAND (SOLD OUT) 9 days $2,999 Collette Vacations 

August 31 PERU—ANCIENT LAND OF MYSTERY 17 days $7,130 Collette Vacations 

October 3 KENYA & TANZANIA SAFARI 16 days $8,280 Wild Africa Safaris 

November 4 EGYPT & JORDAN TOUR 16 days $6,821 Wild Africa Safaris 

2011 

January 6 BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA SAFARI 14 days $9,195 Wild Africa Safaris 

January 18 BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA SAFARI 14 days $9,195 Wild Africa Safaris 

March 9 UGANDA WILDLIFE SAFARI 18 days  $8,695 Wild Africa Safaris 

April 2 HIDDEN TREASURES OF JAPAN 14 days TBA Collette Vacations 

May 3 CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 15 days $4,500 Collette Vacations 

July 15 NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 14 days TBA Collette Vacations 

Tour prices are per person, in Canadian dollars. 

Prices include all international and domestic flights 
(round-trip from Vancouver, Canada, 

though you can make your own flight arrangements and meet your tour), 

fine accommodations, most meals, and all sightseeing, 
as outlined in the respective itineraries. 

Taxes are extra. 

All dates, itineraries, and prices are subject to change. 

Most tours can be extended at the ends. 

David Skillan’s tours are marketed exclusively by Wild Africa Safaris and Collette Vacations. For full details, 
including the itinerary and booking information, please contact the tour operator indicated in the schedule above. 

Wild Africa Safaris 

Suite #301 
123 East 15th Street 

North Vancouver, BC  V7L 2P7 
Canada 

800-991-6111 or 
604-519-1610 

africa@wildafricasafari.com 

www.wildafricasafari.com 

Collette Vacations 

Suite 6A 
5761 Glover Road 

Langley, BC  V3A 8M8 
Canada 

800-468-5955 
Extension 4098 or 4102 

lelliott@collettevacations.ca 

www.collettevacations.ca 

Call now for colour brochures and detailed itineraries!  

mailto:africa@wildafricasafari.com
http://www.wildafricasafari.com/
mailto:lelliott@collettevacations.ca
http://www.collettevacations.ca/
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Excerpts from Recent Emails, Cards, and Letters 

“Your Egypt and Jordan tour far exceeded my expectations. Every single day was exciting and interesting. So nice to 
have someone else do all the arranging and worrying! Thanks so much for keeping me on your mailing list for so 
long and not giving up on me!” 

~Jane W. (Victoria, BC) 

(Jane estimates she was on my mailing list for about a dozen years before taking her first DS tour. She is now 
considering other Skillan tours. ~DS) 

“I’m interested in your tour to central and eastern Europe in May of next year, and my niece is interested in Turkey. 
I don’t have email, but I enjoy your newsletters, so please keep sending them via normal mail.” 

~Harcourt R. (Surrey, BC) 

“I’m interested in joining your next Kenya and Tanzania safari. I have friends who have been there with you and 
highly recommend it. Please arrange to send me a brochure and add me to your email list.” 

~Doreen H. (Sechelt, BC) 

“So nice to have someone else 
do all the arranging and worrying!” 

“Uganda is so very beautiful, lush, and green, and the people the nicest, kindest, gentlest that I have come across in 
any country. I especially enjoyed the great variety of activities, from game drives to boat rides to nature walks—a 
wonderful mix. Vicki and I loved it all, even though it was tough going to find the gorillas. But our hour with them 
was worth it. Future tours for me would be Cambodia and Vietnam, Thailand, Namibia, and Japan.” 

~Marlene W. (Osoyoos, BC) 

“Kenya and Tanzania was a trip of a lifetime, and truly a dream come true. Went to the IMAX last Sunday and saw 
Lions of the Serengeti, and felt like I was back there again. Once again, thanks for an absolutely fabulous trip!” 

~Pat D. (Victoria, BC) 

“Always good to get your newsletters. I am thrilled to know you are going to do another tour of Turkey, a place I 
have been dying to visit for years. I will be the first to sign up! I hear Allan went back with you to Botswana and is 
also joining you in Japan. I’m green with envy! Love the new slide shows! Looking forward to Iceland in May.” 

~Sally S. (Edmonton, AB) 

“We read in your last newsletter that you are planning a trip to Vietnam and Cambodia in the future, and would like 
our name put on the list. We travelled with you to South Africa in March 1998 and enjoyed it immensely, and have 
been wanting to go with you again, but something always comes up to get in the way!” 

~Nancy & Stan R. (Calgary, AB) 

“I was on your April 2005 Egypt tour and have been receiving your World of Travel newsletter by post, but would 
like to switch to email. It would save postage and paper. Looking forward to the next one.” 

~Lynn T. (Delta, BC) 

“The Botswana tour was wonderful. It more than lived up to all our expectations. The camps were each unique and 
special, and we were very impressed with the guides and all the camp staff. Following the wild dogs on their chase is 
something that will always stay with us, as well as seeing the honey badgers and the aardwolf.” 

~Jack and Doreen S. (Calgary, AB) 

“Please take us off your mailing list and add us to your electronic one. Also, please add us to your tour list for 
Vietnam and Cambodia and Australia and New Zealand. We look forward to receiving more info about them.” 

~Janice and Mike P. (Saanichton, BC) 

 “Sorry to take so long to tell you how much I enjoyed your Egypt and Jordan tour. Without a doubt it was one of the 
best tours I’ve ever taken, and it is difficult to beat a safari with you. But this came close. Each day seemed better 
than the last.” 

~Marion C. (Tsawwassen, BC) 

(Marion has been on four of my tours and has signed up for Iceland and Peru. ~DS) 
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This newsletter comes to you with our compliments. 

It is intended to create a greater awareness of the world we live in, promote worldwide travel and tourism, and 
motivate you to get up and go. 

Don’t let life pass you by. Make the most of it!  

 

With love from Tanzania’s Ngorongoro Crater . . . 

Words of Wisdom . . . 

“Anything’s possible if you’ve got enough nerve.” 
~J. K. Rowling 

“The time is always ripe to do right.” 
~Martin Luther King 

“If you can dream it, you can do it.” 
~Walt Disney 

“Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.” 
~Winston Churchill 

David Skillan’s Travel Enterprises 

#123 – 2083 West 33rd Avenue 

Vancouver, BC  V6M 4M6 

604-261-4656 

davidskillan@skillansafaris.com 

www.skillansafaris.com 

“Adventure is the champagne of life!” 
~G. K. Chesterton 

mailto:davidskillan@skillansafaris.com
http://www.skillansafaris.com/

