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Dear Fellow Traveller: 

I see that Sir Richard Branson was here for a few days to launch his Virgin Atlantic flights between Heathrow and 
Vancouver. I didn’t see him at YVR, but many years ago I stood next to him on the platform at London’s busy 
Euston station. He’s one of many famous people I’ve rubbed shoulders with, usually at airports in different parts of 
the world. He was just an ordinary mortal then, like the rest of us, but has since gone on to become very rich and 
famous. The introduction of his superlative airline on the Vancouver-to-London run four times a week should make 
the main competition—Air Canada and British Airways—pull up their socks! Stiff competition is nearly always a 
good thing, because it keeps people on their toes, improving efficiency and service. 

I recently read in a travel trade publication that if North Americans could accomplish only one ambition in their 
lifetimes, nearly three-quarters would choose a travel-related goal. It did not mention the favoured destinations on 
people’s lists, but you can be sure that some of the places I go are among the most popular. 

Just had my annual physical, and apart from a few age-related aches and pains, I’m in good shape. According to my 
doctor, my pulse and blood pressure are like a young man’s. My mother used to say, “If you have good health, you 
have everything.” She was dead right. I enjoy walking and cycling as often as I can, and you’ll never find me indoors 
on a fine day. As an ordinary man who has led something of an extraordinary life, I count myself lucky and take 
nothing for granted. I learned during many close calls in my early travels that life can end unexpectedly. An illness 
or accident can come out of nowhere. It’s a compelling reason to do everything you can while you can! 

UPCOMING TOURS—All of my tours and safaris have limited space and are first come, first served. All my trips 
promise jaw-dropping sights and experiences. Take your time deciding which destination(s) you’d most like to 
visit—but not too much time, or your first choice may be sold out. 

Both my September tour of Turkey and my October safari in Kenya and Tanzania are now fully booked. You can 
put your name on the waiting lists, in case someone cancels. To be assured of a place on my 2013 Kenya and 
Tanzania safari, reserve space now. It’s popular and fills quickly. 

My trip to Namibia in November will be my third time there. As Africa 
Geographic magazine often says, Namibia is a remarkable place. One of 
Africa’s best-kept secrets, it is arguably one of the most exciting tourist 
destinations on Earth. If you love Africa, Namibia should be on your list 
of must-see destinations. It involves a road trip that goes from one 
extraordinary scene to another and takes your breath away: Fish River 
Canyon, second-largest canyon in the world (after the Grand Canyon); 
the highest sand dunes in Africa; the Skeleton Coast, home to whales, fur 
seals, and cormorants; and stunning places you never knew existed, 
where you can see an endless parade of animals in their natural 
environments. Call Safari Studio now to secure a place on this exclusive 
18-day adventure. 

I’m also looking forward to my next trip to Costa Rica in December. Why not treat yourself to a winter getaway in 
this nature-lovers’ paradise? Enjoy the warmth and sunshine for twelve leisurely and exciting days. We’ll see a 
variety of weird and wonderful animals, such as two- and three-toed sloths, four different species of monkeys, and 
countless colourful birds, flowers, and plants. We’ll swim in the warm waters of the Pacific Ocean, and chill out on 
pristine, deserted beaches. Look at some of my photos of this beautiful country at www.skillansafaris.com/david-
skillan-slide-show.html. My last tour there sold out early, so book this reasonably priced, exotic vacation now, and 
pura vida (enjoy life), as they say in Costa Rica. There’s an early-bird discount of $100 if you book by July 31. 

http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
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See Africa at its exhilarating best—the Kalahari Desert, Okavango Delta, and Victoria Falls—by going on safari in 
Botswana and Zambia. The wildlife I wrote about after my last trip was what we saw in a single day! The entire 
trip was one thrilling scene after another. To learn more about this special safari, read “Botswana—The In Place for 
Safaris” at www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf and watch my video at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MATNHKMTZaI. The latter may not be my best work, but it gives you a good 
idea of what we’ll see and do on this tour. I’ve updated my slide show with many new pictures, so please look at 
www.skillansafaris.com/botswana-zambia-2013.html. Because we’ve negotiated such a good deal, this tour costs 
substantially less than our last couple of trips to Botswana. And it includes just about everything—international and 
domestic flights (including all taxes), luxury camp accommodations, daily game drives, alcoholic beverages, and 
laundry. So if you’d like to be a member of what one person on my last trip jokingly called the “dirty dozen” 
(because space is limited to twelve participants), don’t delay. We have just four spaces left! Call Chris at Safari 
Studio today to sign up for an action-packed two weeks! You can also extend this tour to include a trip to the Cape 
Town region in South Africa. (See “A Visit to Cape Town” at www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/cape-town.pdf.) 

Because we’ve negotiated such a good deal, 
this tour costs substantially less  

than our last couple of trips to Botswana. 

If you’ve always wanted to see India, take it from me, it’s everything you might expect, and more. There are far too 
many highlights to mention here. As many travellers have said over the ages, a trip to India is worthwhile even if all 
you see is the Taj Mahal. This kaleidoscopic land of colour, action, and mystery has many famous landmarks, and 
the Taj is but one of those you’ll come across. You’ll find a small selection of these sights in my India slide show at 
www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html. Book this tour by the end of July for a discount of $250. 

A haven for nature lovers and bird watchers, Uganda is home to an abundance of wildlife. The most famous is the 
shy mountain gorilla. As a friend recently said to me, there must be many people who’d love to see gorillas in their 
natural habitat. Uganda is also well known for other primates, including chimpanzees, baboons, black-and-white 
colobus monkeys, patas monkeys, and blue monkeys. We always see countless exotic birds, often sighting even the 
rare shoebill stork. The tour also features some of the most exhilarating boat rides in Africa. Read “Uganda—The 
Pearl of Africa” (www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/uganda.pdf) and look at my Uganda slide show 
(www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html) to see what you can expect on this one-of-a-kind East 
African journey. Then call Melissa at Safari Studio for a brochure and details. As the tour is limited to fourteen 
participants, book your space now for this incredible quest-for-primates safari. 

A recent article in the travel magazine Condé Naste describes New Zealand as “an eco-paradise of subtropical 
beaches, glacial lakes, and fjords, and . . . both a playground for adrenaline junkies and a modern model of 
environmental sustainability.” If that doesn’t turn you on, I don’t know what will. It’s another place I lived and 
worked during my salad days, and it holds nothing but happy memories for me. It may be a long way from 
anywhere, which undoubtedly adds to its charm, but it has everything you could wish for. I’ve been back several 
times over the years, leading tours, but not for quite a while, so I’m anxious to return. If you’ve always wanted to see 
the most beautiful country on Earth, why not come with me and catch the gorgeous fall colours next April? You can 
opt to end your tour with a couple of days in the friendly islands of Fiji. Look at the inviting New Zealand and Fiji 

pictures at www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html, 
then call Collette Vacations to get your name on the list for this 
spectacular trip. 

My tour members enjoyed our trip to the great cosmopolitan cities 
of central and eastern Europe so much last September that I’m 
repeating it in May. If you’re a culture vulture or a history buff, 
you’ll find plenty to interest you on this springtime tour. We’ll visit 
palaces, museums, markets, and art galleries, take in concerts and 
ballets, stroll along Berlin’s famed Kurfürstendamm, enjoy boat 
rides on the Danube, stand in Budapest’s Heroes’ Square, sip fine 
European wines, and people-watch in Vienna’s outdoor cafés. For 
an idea of what to expect, look at the slide shows for Germany, 
Austria, Poland, the Czech Republic, and Hungary at 
www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html. Then plan 
to join us for two memorable weeks of sightseeing in some of the 
great cities of Europe. 

http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MATNHKMTZaI
http://www.skillansafaris.com/botswana-zambia-2013.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/cape-town.pdf
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/uganda.pdf
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
http://www.skillansafaris.com/david-skillan-slide-show.html
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If you’ve never been to Ireland, my June tour is a great way to see the Emerald Isle. It includes some of the most 
stunning natural scenery you’ll see anywhere, as well as quaint villages, ancient castles, and traditional pubs. Walk 
in the footsteps of James Joyce, Brendan Behan, Jonathan Swift, Oscar Wilde, Samuel Beckett, and George Bernard 
Shaw. This two-week trip through the land of saints and scholars will enchant you as we explore out-of-the-way 
nooks and crannies, lakes, rivers, woodlands, and the towns of Waterford, Galway, Killarney, Derry, Dublin, and 
Belfast. Mull it over, then sign up to join us! 

Owing to ongoing political instability and civil unrest, I’m 
regretfully cancelling my tour of China and Tibet. Instead, we’ll 
visit the three kingdoms of Indochina—Cambodia, Laos, and 
Vietnam—in September of 2013. For three centuries, these ancient 
and dynamic lands were distant French colonies. Why not join me 
in these fabulous Far East destinations, which still combine the best 
of French and Asian cultures, music, food, and lifestyles? You can 
read about this tour on page 7 of this newsletter. 

FUTURE TOURS—As usual, I’m listing my proposed tours as far 
into the future as possible. Besides those outlined in this newsletter, 
I’m planning other trips to South America, South Africa, 
Australia, Croatia, Italy, Kenya, Zimbabwe, and Ethiopia. 
And probably Egypt one last time, once things settle down there. 
Stay tuned for details. 

You owe it to yourself to enjoy at least one of these trips. Although all tour and safari dates are subject to change, I 
expect them to operate as scheduled. 

STAYING UP TO DATE—In addition to two or three newsletters each year, I send out email updates once or 
twice a month to share the latest details about my upcoming tours. Sometimes I attach photographs of wildlife, 
birds, and local guides I’ve had the pleasure of working with. Be sure I have your email address, so you don’t miss 
anything. Of course, anytime you like, you can also visit my website (www.skillansafaris.com) to enjoy my travel 
articles and slide shows and look at my trip overviews. They may help you decide which tour to sign up for next. 

We all need a change of scenery 
now and then, 

and something to look forward to. 
Travel is the perfect antidote 
to boredom and uncertainty. 

We all need a change of scenery every so often, and something to look forward to. Take it from me, travel is the 
perfect antidote to boredom and uncertainty. No matter how long or how short, a trip is rejuvenating. A dream trip 
can be both life-enriching and life-altering. You can read and watch movies and documentaries all you want, but 
there’s nothing quite like being there, experiencing the sights, sounds, and smells for yourself. 

As I’ve pointed out a number of times, my personally escorted tours are neither cheap nor the most expensive you’ll 
find. They’re very reasonably priced and offer great value. You won’t see more or have more fun than you will on 
one of my tours. And remember, your pleasure is my pleasure. Nothing gives me more satisfaction than seeing my 
clients having a good time . . . and knowing I’ve had something to do with it. 

Please think carefully about which destination(s) you’d most like to visit. Then sign up, pack your bags, and join me 
on safari in Africa or touring amazing Indochina, magnificent New Zealand, or somewhere else in our exciting 
world. Life is too short to waste, so call one of my associates now and book the trip of your lifetime with me! 

And please share this newsletter with family, friends, and neighbours. They may be very pleased that you did. 

Have a great summer, and take good care of yourself! 

 

David (Around the World in Eighty Months) Skillan 

Incurable romantic, kindred spirit, and restless vagabond . . .  

http://www.skillansafaris.com/
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DAVID SKILLAN’S WORLD 

An Overview of Upcoming Tours and Safaris 
Presented in Cooperation with 

Collette Vacations and Safari Studio 

CLASSICAL TURKEY 
Departs September 13, 2012  13 days  SOLD OUT 

See the intriguing land that straddles two continents! The Crossroads of Europe and Asia was the seat of 
the ancient Ottoman Empire, one of the largest and longest-lasting empires in history. Join us as we follow in the 
footsteps of the Romans, Greeks, Syrians, Genghis Khan, and Suleiman the Magnificent, visiting Istanbul, Ankara, 
Çanakkale, Selçuk, Bergama, Pamukkale, Hierapolis, Egirdir, Konya, Bolu, Perge, Gallipoli, the Dardanelles, and 
the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Troy. Stroll through the ancient ruins of Ephesus, once one of the grandest 
cities in the Roman Empire. Explore the strange underground homes of Cappadocia. Take a ferry across the 
Bosphorus. Gaze at the treasures of Topkapi Palace. Visit the Blue Mosque. Enjoy performances by whirling 
dervishes and belly dancers. Haggle for bargains on precious carpets, jewellery, and leatherwear in the Grand 
Bazaar. Spend two relaxing days in Antalya on the Turkish Riviera, sometimes called the Turquoise Coast. And 
much more! We’re sorry, but space on this tour is sold out. 

KENYA & TANZANIA SAFARI 
Departs October 3, 2012  16 days  SOLD OUT 

Departs October 3, 2013  16 days  Price to be announced 

The ultimate adventure . . . the two most famous safari 
destinations in Africa . . . a romantic journey that many dream 
about, but few experience. This tour includes the finest game lodges and 
tented camps, splendid game-rich wilderness, and the magical Maasai Mara 
Game Reserve, Serengeti Plains, Ngorongoro Crater, Mounts Kenya and 
Kilimanjaro (the two highest mountains in Africa), Aberdares, Lakes Nakuru, 
Naivasha, and Manyara (home to extensive flamingo flocks), and the Olduvai 
Gorge (the Cradle of Mankind). Take a balloon ride over the East African 
plains. Visit a Maasai village. Tour Giraffe Manor, with its resident herd of the 
endangered Rothschild giraffe, and the elephant orphanage operated by the 

David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Nairobi National Park. See the land where Hemingway hunted and Karen Blixen 
(Isak Dinesen) was inspired to write Out of Africa. If you yearn to see an unrivalled wildlife spectacle, this is the 
tour for you! October coincides with the great migration of wildebeest and zebra—often called the greatest show on 
earth. Imagine warm, sunny days, spectacular scenery, and amazing experiences. To learn more, go to 
www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/african-safari.pdf. This tour can be extended to include the exotic island of 
Zanzibar and Kenya’s magnificent Coral Coast. The 2012 tour is full, so book early for 2013! 

NAMIBIA JOURNEY 
Departs November 4, 2012  18 days  $7,730 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

Known for its haunting, pristine landscapes, Namibia—formerly South West Africa—is worth 
discovering. Explore the neatly laid-out capital of Windhoëk, the old diamond city of Lüderitz (now half covered 
in sand), the seaside town of Swakopmund, and the legendary Namib and Kalahari Deserts, which stretch forever 
and make you think you’re the last person on Earth. Visit Fish River Canyon—the biggest in Africa—and Etosha 
National Park (“etosha” means “mirages” in the click language of the San Bushmen), where huge herds of elephant, 
zebra, giraffe, antelope, big cats, and the endangered black rhino congregate. Visit Damaraland and Sossusvlei, 
where you’ll see the world’s highest sand dunes. Along the Skeleton Coast, you’ll notice African penguins (also 
called black-footed penguins and jackass penguins), flamingos, and Cape fur seals by the thousands. Marvel at 
ancient rock paintings, visit a cheetah research farm, and stop at a Bushmen village, where you’ll learn about the 
close-to-nature lifestyle of these indigenous people. Boat out to the seal and cormorant colonies. Stay in gorgeous 
lodges in remote spots, and enjoy game drives that feature animals unique to this region, including the wild horse, 
meerkat, gemsbok, oryx, springbok, black-faced impala, and damara dik-dik. You’ll also see the Big Five, including 
the desert elephant, and hundreds of bird species. You can even add an optional six-day excursion to the island of 
Madagascar, famous for its one-of-a-kind flora and fauna, including chameleons, tree frogs and many species of 
lemur that are seen nowhere else on the planet. If you’ve been to East Africa and yearn to see more of this 
extraordinary continent, you must not miss this tour! 

http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/african-safari.pdf
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ESCAPE TO COSTA RICA 
Departs December 2, 2012  12 days  $3,089 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

Leave the Canadian winter behind for a tropical escape just before Christmas! Experience the warm 
beaches of the Pacific and Caribbean coasts, and explore the dense rainforests that lie in between, with their myriad 
bird and animal species and traces of pre-Columbian cultures. You’ll see toucans, blue-footed boobies, scarlet 
macaws, frigatebirds, mangrove swallows, Amazon kingfishers, iguanas, caymans, howler monkeys, two- and three-
toed sloths, white-nosed coatis, river otters, sea turtles, bats, four species of monkey, and—if you’re lucky—jaguars. 
Besides extraordinary plant and insect life, there are more butterflies here than anywhere else on Earth! Costa Rica 
occupies just 0.25 percent of the planet’s landmass, yet contains five percent of the world’s biodiversity. With 
twenty-five percent of its area protected as parkland, it’s one of the greenest countries on Earth. Enjoy jungle walks, 
white-water rafting, and a zipline ride high above the rainforest. Visit a pineapple plantation, a coffee plantation, 
and a dairy farm that produces organic cheese. When you’re ready for a rest, you can swim and bask in the sun on a 
pristine beach. Treat yourself to a clean getaway with us in this gorgeous Central American 
country! Don’t be left in the cold—reserve your seat now! Book by July 31 for a $100 discount! 

BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA SAFARI 
Departs January 6, 2013  14 days  $9,880 per 

person (sharing), including all taxes 

Adventure in style and comfort on this exclusive connoisseur’s 
tour, which is limited to just twelve participants. Described by 
aficionados as “Africa’s Gem,” Botswana has become a favoured 
destination among seasoned travellers. Masses of wildlife roam the 
woodlands, savannahs, plains, and wetlands of this sparsely populated, 
landlocked country, including many species of antelope (nyala, 
waterbuck, kudu, sable, eland, tsessebe, lechwe, impala, and sitatunga), 
hyena, jackal, bat-eared fox, wild dog, wild cat, giraffe, zebra, wildebeest, 
hippo, and of course all of Africa’s Big Five (lion, leopard, elephant, rhino, 
and buffalo). In this remote, peaceful region of Africa, we stay at the 
finest places, where food and service are second to none. 
Accommodations are in luxurious tented camps . . . travel is by specially 
chartered light aircraft . . . game viewing is by boat and open safari 
vehicle. Visit the Moremi Game Reserve, Vumbura Plains, Linyanti, the 
world-famous Okavango Delta, and breathtaking Victoria Falls. To learn more, go to 
www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf. There are only four places left, so book now! 

ENCHANTING INDIA 
Departs February 6, 2013  16 days  $5,999 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

Experience the magic, majesty, and colourful past of the world’s largest democracy! Visit New Delhi 
(home of two UNESCO World Heritage Sites—the Tomb of Humayun and the Qtub Complex), Udaipur (the City of 
Lakes), Jaipur (the Pink City), Ranthambore National Park (famous for its tigers), Bharatpur (site of a bird 
sanctuary at Keoladeo Ghana National Park, another World Heritage Site), Agra (home of the Taj Mahal), Fatehpur 
Sikri (the Mughal Empire’s sixteenth-century City of Victory, 
yet another World Heritage Site), Varanasi (one of the world’s 
oldest continually inhabited cities, considered holy by Hindus, 
Buddhists, and Jains alike), Jhansi (an historic walled city 
with a fort that rises out of the plain), and Orccha (a medieval 
city). Stay in a maharajah’s palace, explore temples, visit one 
of Mother Teresa’s charity homes, go on safari in search of 
tiger and boar, wander through the Taj Mahal, study the erotic 
statues of Khajuraho (one more UNESCO World Heritage 
Site), and enjoy a boat ride along the holy Ganges River. Then 
haggle over exotic souvenirs that will long remind you of this 
life-changing journey! Ask about our optional three-night 
(two-day) pre-tour extension in Dubai, where you can set sail 
in an Arabian dhow, join a camel or jeep safari into the desert, 
and shop, shop, shop! If you long to see this seat of 
ancient civilizations and vast empires, don’t miss 
this tour! Book by July 31 for a $250 discount! 

http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/botswana-safari.pdf
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UGANDA WILDLIFE SAFARI 
Departs March 1, 2013  16 days   

$8,392 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

Often referred to as “the Pearl of Africa,” Uganda is a lush, 
green, tropical land with some of Africa’s friendliest people 
and a safari circuit that encompasses breathtaking 
landscapes. The boat trips through the Kazinga Channel that links 
Lake Edward to Lake George and up the Victoria Nile River to 
Murchison Falls are among the most exhilarating in Africa! See the Big 
Five (lion, leopard, elephant, rhino, and buffalo) and hundreds of other 
animals, including four different species of jackal, pygmy antelope, 
Nile crocodile, bush pig, giant forest hog, the Uganda cob (Uganda’s 
national antelope), several species of monkey, and of course the 
endangered mountain gorilla. Uganda is a birdwatchers’ paradise, 
boasting the largest concentration of birds in all of Africa—more than 
1,000 species. Our tour includes Lake Victoria (the largest lake in 
Africa), the Ruwenzoris (the Mountains of the Moon), and the 
acclaimed national parks of Murchison Falls, Queen Elizabeth, Kibale 
and Bwindi (home to chimpanzees and mountain gorillas, 
respectively), and Ngamba Island (a sanctuary for chimpanzees). If 
you’ve always wanted to see mountain gorillas in their natural habitat, 

and find out why their champion, Dian Fossey, loved Uganda so much, this tour should be at the top of your bucket 
list! It’s limited to 14 participants. To learn more, go to www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/uganda.pdf. Plan 
now to take part in this life-enriching tour! 

FALL FOLIAGE IN NEW ZEALAND 
Departs April 6, 2013  21 days   

$6,349 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

Regarded by many as the most beautiful place on 
Earth, this small country has it all—beaches that 
rival Australia’s, fjords that compare with 
Norway’s, mountains that echo the Alps, and a 
countryside that evokes England. The extraordinary 
birdlife includes the flightless kiwi (New Zealand’s national 
bird), the Takahē (the largest species of rail in the world, 
once thought to be extinct), the Campbell albatross, and the 
kea (the world’s only alpine parrot).Visit the North and South 
Islands during New Zealand’s gorgeous autumn. Stop in 
Auckland (consistently voted one of the best places in the 
world to live), Wellington, Rotorua, Picton, Te Anau, 
Arrowtown, Christchurch, and Queenstown (a world-class 
adventure capital). Visit a botanical garden, a sheep farm, 
and a hot spring. Spend a night with a local family. Cruise the 

world-famous Bay of Islands. Enjoy a Maori dancing display. Take a ferry ride across Cook Strait. Sip fine local 
wines in the picturesque Marlborough region. See the majestic Southern Alps by trans-alpine train. Walk on a 
glacier. Explore Milford Sound’s remarkable fjords by launch. Take a nature walk to view Mount Cook, New 
Zealand’s highest mountain. And much more! You can even book a two-day extension to beautiful Fiji. If you’d 
love to see New Zealand in its fall finery, join us on this South Pacific sojourn! 

CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE 
Departs May 4, 2013  15 days  $4,799 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

Join us on a leisurely tour through many of the European spots you’ve always wanted to see! This 
must-do tour includes Germany, Austria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Poland. Enjoy the major sights in the 
fascinating cities of Berlin, Potsdam, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Kraków, and Warsaw. Explore the music, art, 
culture, and cuisine of Europe, visiting Berlin’s Charlottenburg Palace, Brandenburg Gate, and Checkpoint Charlie, 
Prague’s old Jewish Quarter and Hradčany Castle, Vienna’s Schönbrunn Palace, Budapest’s Heroes’ Square, 
Kraków’s Wieliczka Salt Mine (a UNESCO World Heritage Site), and the notorious Auschwitz . . . plus much more! 
Plan now to join us next spring, before the summer crowds arrive! 

http://www.skillansafaris.com/newsletters/uganda.pdf
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IRELAND—THE EMERALD ISLE 
Departs June 12, 2013  12 days  $4,569 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

One of the most magical places on Earth, with a history that reaches back into the mists of 
time . . . . Ireland is a very pretty land, peopled with musicians, writers, poets, scholars, and smooth talkers. It was 
home to James Joyce, Oscar Wilde, Jonathan Swift, George Bernard Shaw, and Saint Patrick himself. Join us as we 
trace their footsteps in Dublin, Waterford, Killarney, Limerick, Galway, Tullamore, Derry, and Belfast. Visit castles 
and pubs, where you’ll enjoy a shot of Jameson whiskey, a pint of Guinness, and a bowl of Irish stew. Travel the 
Ring of Kerry, one of the world’s most beautiful coastal routes. Bend over backwards and kiss the Blarney Stone. 
Meet an Irish family on a working dairy farm. Stand near (but not too near!) the edge of the dizzying Cliffs of Moher, 
and walk on the bizarre Giant’s Causeway, where 60 million years ago molten basalt was extruded up through the 
chalk beds, forming a plateau of lava columns. Enjoy the wit and wisdom of the Irish, sharing the laughter of some 
of the most hospitable people in the world. This trip is guaranteed to enchant and delight! If you’ve never been 
to Ireland, this tour is a great way to see it! Sign up now! 

THE THREE KINGDOMS OF INDOCHINA 
Departs September 5, 2013  20 days  

$5,999 per person (sharing), plus taxes 

The spectacular Asian kingdoms of Cambodia, 
Laos, and Vietnam are rich in diversity, their 
ancient cultures influenced by three hundred 
years of French colonial rule. Join us on a journey 
that features a fusion of Asian and French cuisine, 
music, art, and lifestyles. You’ll be dazzled by the 
historical and artistic treasures of these remarkable 
lands, which were shrouded in mystery for many years. 
Visit the great twelfth-century temple complex of Angkor 
Wat (the world’s largest Hindu complex), the culturally 
rich Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City (formerly known as 
Saigon), the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Ha Long 
Bay in the Gulf of Tonkin (where 1,600 uninhabited 
islands and islets form a spectacular seascape of limestone pillars), the traditional trading port of Hội An (which 
flourished from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries), the market town of Mỹ Tho in the Mekong Delta, and 
more. Mark this tour on your calendar, and start planning now! 

MAGNIFICENT MOROCCO 

Departs November 4, 2013  15 days  Price to be announced 

Casablanca, Marrakesh, Fez, Erfoud, Ouarzazate, Essaouira, Meknes, Rabat . . . the exotic cities 
of this Arabian kingdom await you! Morocco is a land of mystery and enchantment, featuring ancient 
casbahs, desert landscapes, high mountains, and sandy beaches. Visit mosques, museums, palaces, Roman ruins, a 
spice market, a handicraft centre, and a romantic desert oasis. Take a camel ride, climb giant sand dunes, stroll 
through ornate gardens, and enjoy sweeping panoramas of the mountains and the coastlines of the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. Watch in amazement as acrobats, jugglers, snake charmers, water vendors, and 
soothsayers go about their daily business. Listen to the muezzins calling from tall minarets, haggle for souvenirs in 
the colourful souks, and sip mint tea under star-filled skies. If you like Egypt, you’ll be bewitched by Morocco! Plan 
now to join us on this magical journey! 

Globetrotter David Skillan is a writer, photographer, and tour leader par excellence. He has travelled, 
lived, and worked all over the world, including the Far East, Australasia, Africa, and Latin America. He’s 
had a love affair with travel and adventure since childhood. 

Since 1970, David has hosted more than 240 tours abroad, including more than 120 to Africa. He spends 
three to four months of each year travelling the world. Having seen it both the easy way and the hard 
way, he loves sharing his hard-earned international experience (albeit discreetly) with others. 

David has been publishing articles and newsletters about his life, travels, and tours since 1978.  
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 EXCLUSIVE 

The David Skillan Travel Collection 
A Special Series of the Finest Personally Escorted Tours and Safaris 

2012 

September 13 CLASSICAL TURKEY 13 days SOLD OUT Collette Vacations 

October 3 KENYA & TANZANIA SAFARI 16 days SOLD OUT Safari Studio 

November 4 NAMIBIA JOURNEY 18 days $7,730 Safari Studio 

December 2 ESCAPE TO COSTA RICA 12 days $3,089 Collette Vacations 

2013 

January 6 BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA SAFARI 14 days $9,880 Safari Studio 

February 6 ENCHANTING INDIA 16 days $5,999 Collette Vacations 

March 1 UGANDA WILDLIFE SAFARI 16 days $8,392 Safari Studio 

April 6 FALL FOLIAGE IN NEW ZEALAND 21 days $6,349 Collette Vacations 

May 4 CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE 15 days $4,799 Collette Vacations 

June 12 IRELAND—THE EMERALD ISLE 12 days $4,569 Collette Vacations 

September 5 THE THREE KINGDOMS OF INDOCHINA 20 days $5,999 Collette Vacations 

October 3 KENYA & TANZANIA SAFARI 16 days TBA Safari Studio 

November 4 MAGNIFICENT MOROCCO 15 days TBA Safari Studio 

Tour prices are per person, in Canadian dollars. Taxes are extra, unless otherwise noted. 

Prices include all international and domestic flights (round-trip from Vancouver, Canada, 

though you can make your own flight arrangements and meet your tour), 

fine accommodations, most meals, and all sightseeing, as outlined in the respective itineraries. 

All dates, itineraries, and prices are subject to change. 

Most tours can be extended. 

David Skillan’s tours are marketed exclusively by Safari Studio and Collette Vacations. For full details, including the 
itinerary and booking information, please contact the tour operator indicated in the schedule above. 

Safari Studio 

#301 - 123 East 15th Street 
North Vancouver, BC  V7L 2P7 

800-565-6670 
or 604-990-1511 

chrisb@safaristudio.ca 

www.safaristudio.ca 

Collette Vacations 

34 Pearl Street 
Mississauga, ON  L5M 1X2 

866-358-0333 

slutchman@collettevacations.ca 

www.collettevacations.ca 

Call now for colour brochures and detailed itineraries!  

mailto:chrisb@safaristudio.ca
http://www.safaristudio.ca/
mailto:slutchman@collettevacations.ca
http://www.collettevacations.ca/


© 2012 David Skillan David Skillan’s World of Travel 

Summer 2012 Bringing People Together Through Travel  9 

Excerpts from Recent Emails, Cards, and Letters 

“It’s nice to be reminded of the trips we took with you to Kenya, Tanzania, Japan, Egypt, and Jordan. We enjoy 
hearing from you every so often. It keeps us in the loop. We look forward to going to Ireland next summer with you, 
and hopefully Croatia later.” 

~Harry K. and Diane K. (Nanoose Bay, BC) 

“How nice to hear from you and that you still remember us after all these years. Our trip with you to Kenya over 20 
years ago was truly a highlight for us, and we still talk about it a great deal. My sister was asking about our Kenya 
safari, and is looking for a good trip. We told her she couldn’t go wrong on a David Skillan tour—and meant it 
absolutely. We’d love to take another tour with you while we still can.” 

~Joyce H. and Walt H. (Lillooet, BC) 

“Thank you for the photos. We all look as if we are having a wonderful time. And we were! One thing that will 
always make me laugh is the group of satiated lions staggering down the road. They were so full, bellies sticking out, 
that they had to stop and sit down now and then. I know there are many more places in the world to visit, but 
nothing will ever top this trip! Norm and I were comparing Botswana to the Kenya and Tanzania trip, and came to 
the conclusion that we couldn’t compare them. Both were wonderful, but much different from one another.” 

~Lois B. (New Westminster, BC) 

One thing that will always make me laugh 
is the group of satiated lions 
staggering down the road. 

“We had a marvelous time in Cape Town and Stellenbosch. The Botswana safari was excellent, and met the high 
standards we have come to expect on a David Skillan tour. From our point of view, all seven of our trips with you 
were just wonderful. Each was distinctive and memorable in its own way. Congratulations on another successful 
adventure! We were so happy to participate.” 

~Doreen A. and Bob A. (Victoria, BC) 

“You make your work look effortless, like the most accomplished athletes, and there’s no doubt you enjoy what you 
do for a living. I so enjoy being on your mailing list, and hope to sign on for another tour one day soon. Here’s 
hoping you will keep going for a while yet!” 

~Pat M. (Ottawa, ON) 

“It’s been some time since my friend Gail and I travelled with you to Thailand and Cambodia. Ron and I do not want 
to miss out on your informative and inspiring World of Travel newsletter, so attached is our e-mail address. Please 
switch us from mail to email.” 

~Rena M. and Ron M. (Sechelt, BC) 

“My two best holidays were with you—both times to Kenya. My albums remind me of those happy days. Loved the 
elephant video. It took me back to Treetops! My heart, like yours, belongs to Africa. Thanks for all those memories.” 

~Dolores P. (Powell River, BC) 

“Your information was very helpful. I’m in for Botswana in January 2013. I’m very excited. Now if you can just 
arrange for me to meet Sir David Attenborough! When I was growing up in Dublin, I watched Armand and Michaela 
Denis on their safaris, and later all of David’s shows on the BBC. I even wrote to him, and he replied. Wish I’d kept 
that letter!” 

~Ann C. (North Vancouver, BC) 

“Thank you for the photos, newsletters, and tour updates. They are a joy to see and read. We’re glad you are still 
travelling to so many exciting places, and hope to join you again before long.” 

~Flo P. and Roy P. (Coquitlam, BC) 

“Want to thank you for your latest newsletter, which I’ve lost no time in reading and referring to a few times. It’s 
always a good read, and newsworthy, as usual. Looking forward to travelling with you to Turkey in September!” 

~Sally S. (Kelowna, BC)  
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This newsletter comes to you with our compliments. 

It’s intended to create a greater awareness of the world we live in, promote worldwide travel and tourism, and 
inspire you to get up and go . . . hopefully, on one of my exclusive tours! 

Life is fleeting. Enjoy it while you can!  

From Europe, with love . . . 

Points to Ponder . . . 

“The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebody else up.” 
~Mark Twain 

“A strong, positive mental attitude will create more miracles than any wonder drug.” 
~Patricia Neal 

“Only I can change my life. No one can do it for me.” 
~Carol Burnett 

“Perseverance is a great element of success. If you only knock long enough and loud enough at the gate, you are sure 
to wake up somebody.” 

~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

David Skillan’s Travel Enterprises 

#123 – 2083 West 33rd Avenue 

Vancouver, BC  V6M 4M6 

604-261-4656 

davidskillan@skillansafaris.com 

www.skillansafaris.com 

“Adventure is the champagne of life!” 
~G. K. Chesterton 

mailto:davidskillan@skillansafaris.com
http://www.skillansafaris.com/

